Uncovering the Story of San Francisco’s

CITY CEMETERY

Alex Ryder & John Martini
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n GOLDEN GATECEMETERY

OF THE

KEEPER OF THE CITY CEMETERY.
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To the Honorable the Board of Supervisors
of the City and County of San Francisco:

GexrLEMEN—In accordance with resolution of your Honorable
Body (No. 14,765 New Series) I beg leave to report, that for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1880, there have been interred in the
City Cemetery, of the indigent dead, four hundred and twenty-four
(424), of which six (6) were of African extraction, and fourteen
(14) were natives of China.

Of the several societies to whom your Honorable Body have
donated burial plots there have been interred—

From the Six Chinese Companies

French Mutual Benevolent Society

Beth Olam

Red Men

TEAMAT RIelE): e R e ol ISR b, o L ot e R e .
Christian Chinese

Making the total interments for the year nine hundred and thirty-six (936).
Total disinterments for the year seventeen (17). ,
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: DESOLATE AND FORSAKEN

;Neglected and Forlorn Condition of the
| City Cemetery.

iTHE SUNKEN GRAVES OF THE POOR.

i |
| A Plot of Ground Covered With Long. Dry

|

Grass and Rattling Brush — Rotting
Headboards and Sticks tor Footbhoards.

The blue waves of the bav dance gaily in
the sunshine at the foot of the hills on
which is the city's public burving-ground.

. The Jewish section is full of green foliage,
and the little grassplots are neatly trimmed

! and cared for.

| High up on the hillside the gataways of
the Chinese subdivision stand firin and tall.

Between these two there lies a tract of

| desolate land.

A land of graves, uncared for and seem-
ingly forgotten. Here lie the city's pauper

| dead. The dry grass tangles thick and long,
' and here and there are bunches of scraggly

| — S— —_— ————— s

RATLROADING I~ -
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AN INJUNCTION SERVED ON THE
*BUILDERS OF SUTRO'S
NEW ROAD.

ANGRY KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS.

MaYOR SuTRoO'S ENGINEER SAYs

THEY ARE SCRATCHING HiMm
FOR COIN.

An injunction was issued yesterday by
Judge Black against Mayor Sutro in his
capacity ag president of the People’s Rail-
road Company to restrain that company
fpom entering upon the’ City Cemetery
property and laying its tracks over the
graves that have remained undisturbed for
five years.
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The Yan Wan gate.

|THE CITY CEMETERY.

Its Occupanecy by~Many
Societies.

SOME BEAUTIFUL SECTIONS.

The Resting-Place of Pioneers,
Italians, French and
Hebrews.

Situated on the plateau north of Point
Lobos road, between Fart point and the
Cliff House, {s the City Cemetery, or I'ot-
ter’s Fleld, as it s more gonerally called.
This name, however, Is & misnomer, {f ap-
plied geunerally to the cemctery, for but a
very small portion of the tracti{s reserved
for the burisl of panpers. Not maany peo-
ple secem to kuow where the place fs, and
of these but few have been there, so that
the geperal public has no Idea whatevero!
the extent of the grounds or of the many
{mprovements msde upon them, but
think the cemetory merely a sand heap,
where the Indigent dead are interred. The
recent introduoction {nto the Board of 8u-
pervisorsof a resolution suggesting the re-
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SAN FRANCISCO BAY AND APPROACHES
SHEET N-10
FORT POINT to POINT SAN JOSE
SAN FRANCISCO PENINSULA
CALIFORNIA
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THE CITY CEMETERY. |

Its Occupancy by~Many
Societies.

SOME BEAUTIFUL SECTIONS.

The Resting-Place of Pioneers, |

Italians, French and
Hebrews.

Situated on the plateait north of Point
Lobos road, between Fart point and the
Cliff House, is the City Cemetery, or I'ot-
ter’s Fleld, as it Is more gonerally called.
This name, however, Is & misnomer, {f ap-
plied geuverally to the cemetery, for but a
very small portion of the tract i{s reserved
for the burisl of panpers. Not many peo-
ple seem to kuow where the place fa, and
of these but few have been there, so that
the general public has no Idea whatevero!

i {| | the extentof the grounds or of the many

lmprovements msde upon them, but
think the cemetory merely a sand heap,
where the Indigent dead are interrcd. The
recent introduction {nto the Board of Bu-
pervisorsof a resolution suggesting the re-
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Inused Area?

i [ ¥4 /‘
\"“"‘-“:":&?“"r— /
Mm@ﬁ'&ﬂmm@o@i >N
Citys&iCountyiSecisr, Nt litalian? m*m
U \u ErenchiMSBSocie tyls '
1 “AlmprovedOrnderfof{RediNen S&Aiﬂdtiﬁgﬁﬁmb?& 1Y TR A
, ) e s Seren's Find Sociady \ _ as
- 'I\ - ) ) :
N ‘)',.)Ks T \
Gityjalcounty ey N r e PN gy "'/w@?' . Sca"d'a u@mamm ey
{ §! . Unused A B ~ |
‘ apanes &@hﬁf@[&hﬁq‘ hi @@Dm& X
@M&@éﬂ]ﬁﬂ@o g;ﬂ jljl ‘k"———— "v’ ~\ l\ ‘ '
\ « ; I _,—/ - 4!1 ’ ] \ A.
W&m%l, : i) /} #‘/ ”),'—-\“" T % o
m@mam@amM e ol I \\ Yy
I @.ﬁﬁﬁl@@ : :( \-.--\ m@@yd}q% Eniends
&ﬁxﬂ@ém (e “nd \
P ! S [ 0) ,.44/"‘-
/ -] _,w i l_" o) @‘{7@05@@325@@&3@@@@@ (G180, off dhOMFA
N v o PR SR S TS |
St o I AR AR R S s R A X
C/ \ i} ‘}' \ ! .”‘ :.‘;,t‘:‘."’ AT /”
R ) { N @Hﬂ@ﬁa@n&)@m -
/ AC cm; .)’ \ \ AGrand Armyofitietrepubiict | IR
S e T " — wmm NN
- . o \ \ -’—‘~"" N
. Ia @DU @ SeEEEY WM@@? \ / - 1
o C AR ey o Lﬁta@lkumam@m 2 \
J // g by A !




1

CityjRiCountyiSecti2?

nused Area?

Unused /Area?

City & County, Sec. 8

Section: 8
Blocks: All unsassigned

Notes: Newspaper accounts (see below) describe Section 8 as having been in this general area and indicate that this section was an old potter's
field—-perhaps the cemetery's first--and the reburial area for those remains removed from Yerba Buena Cemetery in 1870. Thus we would expect
any burials found here to date to the 1870s, as it is known that the burial of indigent dead had shifted to Section 2 by the early 1880s or before.
However, the Legion of Honor seismic retrofit noted that an 1885 English coin was found in apparent association with Burial 757, which was found
near the Joan of Arc statute. This seems out of place. Further analysis is needed.

“A short distance south [of the Signal flags], near an old fence, are seen several headboards peering up through the grass. As the visitor pursues
his course he finds that the few boards he at first saw grow into hundreds, arranged in long dismal rows, and at last the Potter's Field is before him."

“The cemetery is in two sections, that first reached being the older, which is not now used.”

Source: "The City Cemetery,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 12, 1887

“Section 8 of the City Cemetery was the pioneer Potter's filed, in which the paupers used to be buried in 1870. In last October it became necessary
to open a new section for the burial of the indigent dead of the city--the men and women who died in the public institutions and from violent causes
or who are unknown and without any ostensible friends or relatives.

“The recognized dead [of Yerba Buena, numbering approximatley 300] were rebuired in Section 8 of the cemetery, while the unknown dead were
placed close together in an adjacent small corral. An immense headboard was set up, with the inscription:

'In memory of the unrecognized dead who died between the years 1849 and 1860, and were removed from Yerba Buena Cemetery in May, 1870.
The graves had no distinct marks and the bodies were unrecognized."

Source: "Homes of the Dead," San Francisco Chronicle, August 19, 1883

“In the low ground west of the Chinese district are the remains of those who were removed from the old Yerba Buena cemetery. In a small inclosed
plot in the center of the reservation are the bones of the unknown dead removed from Yerba Buena."

Source: "The City Cemetery,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 12, 1887

"r!"hen there are also the graves of 165 pioneers who were removed from yerba Buena Cemetery. All are buried under one headboard, which bears
the inscription,

In Memory of the
UNKNOWN DEAD.

These men were Pionners, bur who they are and what they were nobody knows and nobody cares. Their graves are in a wilderness, and the
Chinese as he passes from the railway station to the place where his own dead are laid, walks over the dust of the California Pioneers.” S
R

Source: "Amid the Graves," San Francisco Report, June 30, 1890. —
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“It 1s now impossible to
identity the graves, and
those remaining will be
leveled over and the
tombs destroyed.”

San Francisco Chronicle

July 13, 1909



But soon the cypress roots will grip the bones
Of these lorn dead, and on their bodies feed,
To bid them live anew 1n branch and leaf;
And children here, in merry-making tones,
All things of happiness will gaily breed,
Nor know that under them roll seas of grief.

Mayor Edward Robeson Taylor
July 12, 1909



Results

- A map showing what parts of the
cemetery were used when and by whom.

- City Cemetery was significantly larger
than previously estimated—a29,000 total
interments, with a net cemetery size of
22,400 burials in 1898.



Results

- 'The remains of between 10,100 and
10,700 people are estimated to remain.

. City Cemetery wasn’t removed; it still
exists.



Alex Ryder

alex(@pasttense.co
Www.pastiense.co



